
From the Founders
    Our favorite School House Rock 

song is “Three is a Magic Number.”

In Bake Me Home’s third year we have certainly seen a 

little bit of magic. Not only have we been blessed by an 

increasing number of volunteers (more than 175), but we 

and we received thousands of dollars through in-kind

donations in the form of professional services and tote 

bag items.  As a result, we were able to build upon the 

whole reason we started Bake Me Home -- “to make

than my “Cookie Girls” themselves, there is nothing

I am more proud of than exceeding our goals and now 

Considering Amy’s big dreams for a “giant factory,” I would say we are off to a modest start. I’m reminded of three 

years ago when Emma asked, “Can kids really start their own businesses?” As their mom, I viewed it as my job to show 

them that anything was possible. Well, here we are now... so I guess we better start making plans for Amy’s factory!

No factory, or small building (or storage unit, our current “Headquarters”) would mean anything to us without our 

volunteers. We realized very early on that we had a second mission here at Bake Me Home to promote volunteerism. 

Making volunteering a fun, easy part of people’s everyday lives, particularly for children, is such a big part of who

we are that it had to be included in our revised mission statement:

Bake Me Home is a charitable organization dedicated to promoting volunteerism and providing

disadvantaged moms and kids with direct services that encourage shared family experiences. 

“One day for Bake Me 
Home I want a giant 
factory where we have 
millions of volunteers 
making bags that we
ship all over the world.  
We will have endless
rows of ingredients 

with.  I would be really 
happy if every kid in
the world leaving a
shelter could get one
of our Tote Bags!”    
            - Amy 

Income Statement
Revenue
Total Cash Donations  ......................$10,497.94
Grants  ..................................................$2,000.00
Fundraising Activities ........................$5,225.72
Interest and Other .................................$165.75

Total Income  .....................................$20,591.21

Expenses
Tote Bag Program  ..............................$9,585.99
Family Portrait Program  ...................$3,936.24
Bake Me BACK Home Program  ......$1,955.69
Administrative  .......................................$909.42
Fundraising ..........................................$1,718.35

Total Expenses  .................................$18,105.69

Change in Net Assets  .......................$2,485.52
Beginning Net Assets  .......................$5,586.18
Reserved Net Assets  ....................... (4,500.99)
Ending Net Assets  .............................$3,570.71

THANK YOU TO EVERYONE whose time, talent and treasure furthered our mission
this year. Please forgive us for not having an all-inclusive list here. Unfortunately
(and fortunately!) our printing costs would triple if we took the space needed to
thank each and every one of you by name. Although a handful of our supporters
are listed below, please know how grateful we are to all of you!

Adorable Accessories by Dori Moellering
Kathryn  Aldrich, Aldrich’s Creative Designs 
Anne Marie Allen, A.M. Allen & Associates 
Kim Anania, KMA Human Resources Consulting 
Baking for Good
Lynn Barnett 
Cathy Blakely, CPA, Grear & Co.
Bling/Cha Cha’s Boutique 
The Stephen J. Brady Family
The Brodbeck Family 
Annette Bryant, Bryant Photography 
The Burt Family 
Jim and Barbara Bushman 
Lee Bushman 
Tom Casperson, In A Snap Photography
Cincy Chic Magazine
City Dash
Clark Theders Insurance, CARES Program 
Coffee Emporium
Coldstream Country Club
Breanne Daly
The Dowling Family
Duke Energy Children’s Museum

Haley Elkins
The Falk Family
Flying Pig Marathon 
Jessica and Karen Folz
Tom and Janice Forte, Curly Buffalo Jewelry
Fox 19 Morning Show
Gordon Food Services Marketplace
Donata Guessford 
Cindy Hanna, Tastefully Simple 
Cindy Havlis 
Stacy Herman
Katie Hayden, Kreations by Katie
Kid Kovers
Erin Hunt
Rachelle Jeffries 
Peggy Jessee, Wildtree 
Sandy Jones-Croxton, MWPC 
Sherry Jordan, Stella & Dot
Junior League of Cincinnati 
William J. Keating, Jr., Keating, Muething & Klekamp
Kidsareheroes.org
The Kniskern Family 
Debra Kopena 

Christy Kosman
Lois Kratohvil
Dave Kuhar, The Media Cellar 
Kristen and Sarah Ladd 
The Limbach Family 
The Mace Family
Lisa and Rachel Martin
Marjorie Motch
Mt. Washington Presbyterian Church 
NEST
The Nyktas Family 
Jo Osborne
The Paper Trail
Susan Penley, CAbi 
PRIDE of Forest Hills
Lyle Rupp, SNOWIE
Kris Salmons 
Sam’s Club, Eastgate
Erin Savage-Weaver 
Kim Scaff
Alyson and Lauren Schenz 
Meghan Seitz 
The Sodexo Foundation

Silky Soap
Debra Simson 
Linda Smith
Snowie 
Lily Sons 
Megan Stacey 
Kathleen Stewart, MWPC Alternative Gift Fair 
Gail Teschner
Thomson MacConnell Cadillac
Amy Tobin, www.amystable.com
Trinity Episcopal Church
UGive.org 
Lisa Wakeland, The Forest Hills Journal 
Barbara Wallace, University of Cincinnati
Krista Watchorn, Huntington Bank
The Wyatt Family
The Zimmerman Family
AND MANY, MANY MORE
VOLUNTEERS AND DONORS!

YOU MAKE US LOOK GOOD!  Many thanks to Debra Kopena for donating her graphic design services and to Dave Kuhar of The Media Cellar for designing, maintaining 
and hosting our website free of charge!  Another special thank you to a wonderful local business that keeps our printing costs low and wishes to remain anonymous.

We couldn’t do it without you!

2011 Financial Report

“It’s amazing to me

agencies, but in the past 

that this year has 
brought so many
changes! If you told
me then that we would 
have grown so much, 
won $5,000 for Bake
Me Home, and won
a $5,000 dollar college 
scholarship, I would 
have said dreaming
big is good, but there
is no way that’s going
to happen!”         
          - Emma

BAKE  ME  HOME        

Amy, Alison and Emma Bushman
2011 Bake Me Home Boutique

My message here wouldn’t be complete without thanking the Duke Energy 

Children’s Museum, and the Sodexo Foundation for the amazing experiences 

they provided the girls as award recipients this year. However, our biggest 

thank you goes out to all of the shelters that opened their doors to us. As much 

as the girls enjoyed a little bit of the limelight, they were still happiest playing 

in your backyards with your kids. Thanks for helping me keep them young, 

in spite of the fact that they will soon be taller than I am!              - Alison

Where we are now!
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* For those of you who may be comparing this 
cookie to last year’s cookie, please note that

 we have re-categorized to meet Better
 Business Bureau Accreditation standards.

Board of Directors,
Jay Burt
Alison Bushman, President
Amy Bushman, Co-Founder

Emma Bushman, Co-Founder
Susan Earley
Marianne Falk, Secretary

Jennifer Hartley, CPA, Treasurer
Kristin Shuba
Amy Zimmerman, Chair

Please visit www.bakemehome.com/about  for more
detailed financial information

MARK YOUR CALENDARS!Bake Me Home BoutiqueColdstream Country ClubCincinnati, Ohio 45255Saturday, April 21, 20114:00 – 9:00 pm

®



     After a challenging start to the year, when

we had to reduce our Kroger Gift Card to $15,

we ended in a great place! Thanks to the generous 

support from our donors we were able to return 

our gift card to $20 half way through the year,

and had four additional agencies join our Program. 

We are also pleased to report that we exceeded

our goal of distributing 200 Tote Bags, with a

Tote Bags to at least 300 families.  

Although many of our costs continue to rise,

we have been extremely blessed by support from 

sugar, St. Thomas More Church Vacation Bible 

School collected $1000 and almost a year’s

worth of chocolate chips, and the Clark Theders 

Insurance Agency once again overloaded us

with many much needed supplies! In addition, 

we received a $1,000 grant from Sam’s Club. 

Finally, we would be remiss in not mentioning 

that Amy and Emma have also won a $5000 grant 

for Bake Me Home from the Sodexo Foundation! 

(This money was received after the end of this

While it may seem like we are exploding with the 

number of agencies we serve—we are now up to 

about our growth. The long-term viability of our 

organization is a priority. We never want to go 

back to a shelter and tell them we can’t afford to 

give a bag to everyone. Amy and Emma already 

plan to make their kids wear the chef hats for a

future Bake Me Home photo. We plan to be 

around for a while!  

     After a year in our “fundraiser” column, we 

realized that Bake Me BACK Home has become 

such an important part of our organization that it 

really deserves a new home among our programs.  

Many people have joined our mission due to our 

shared goal of “sending a taste of back home” 

the new promoting “volunteerism” aspect of our 

cookie mix assemblers all made it possible for us 

to send over 2,100 cookies to military members 

in Iraq and Afghanistan this year, all while raising 

money for our shelter programs.  

If you would like to send a batch of our Bake 

service member overseas (someone that you know, 

or someone from our nominee list), please visit 

our website at www.bakemehome.com/bakeme-

backhome or use the enclosed donation form and 

envelope. Your $30 donation will cover the cost of 

sending the cookies, AND help support our Tote 

FamilyPortrait Program

Tote Bag Program

    T
this year! A generous donor made it possible for

us to purchase our own professional photography 

volunteers to run photo shoots, allowing us the 

to more moms and their kids. We have had some 

growing pains along the way, and we did not meet 

the goal we set last year to take 100 portraits. 

We would say we “only” took 53, but that seems

to undermine the value of the gift for those 53

families. While we would have liked our number

to be higher, each and every portrait we gave out 

felt like a blessing. When we handed one 4-year

old boy his family’s portrait, he was asked,

“What do you think?” His answer: “Perfect!” 

How can we worry about 100 portraits, with one 

perfect answer like that?

We do have some great news to share regarding 

this program. This spring we received a $1000 

grant from Seton High School as part of the

The money was used to purchase a new, faster 

be a part of large shelter events, such as The Bethany 

House Summer Carnival. Thanks to this printer, 

and a sudden surge in volunteers, we (spoiler alert!) 

took more portraits in the month of July alone than 

we did in all of the past year. We can’t wait to share 

our numbers with you next year!

Bake Me BACK Home

“Bake Me Home allows 
families leaving our
shelter to feel a little 
more like they are
moving into home.
A home free from
abuse and with a
little sweet treat.”

- Kirstin Eismin,
 YWCA of Greater Cincinnati
 Eastern Area

 

Thank you to SNOWIE 
for providing all of
our sugar!  

WWW.SNOWIE.COM

 Chocolate Chip Cookie Mix

 Network of Warren County

 Women’s Shelter

 and
 

 are
always welcome!

COOKIEGIRLS@BAKEMEHOME.COM

nd Emma,
Thank you for cookies and popcorn. The cookies were great.  
I appreciate the thing y’all do for me and my buddies.
Oh and one more thing to tell...y’all are awesome!!!”
- PFC US Army

“Hello Amy and Emma,
Ohhhh, thank you so very, 
very much for the super 
great cookies....they made 

special to do something so 
wonderful for total strangers.
I just wanted to let you 
know they really helped 
me... Thank you for bringing
a sparkle and a smile. It’s 
easy to be dragged down by 
being away from our loved 
ones, the harsh environment 

cookies and generosity really 
do make a difference.” 

- Lt. Colonel in US Air Force

“Thank you for this. A picture 
is worth a thousand words. I will 
always look at this and remember 
our turning point. I am free.”     

-Mother at the YWCA
Battered Women’s Shelter 
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